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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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The obvious question is how do you prepare your bible lesson for the next bible class when your bible is lying on or under the pew where you sat? Don’t say “I have another bible at home because the class material was lying there with it. 


     An alternate title for this article may be, “What if God had a cell phone”? Would His words be more meaningful or important to us? I sure hope not, that’s what faith is all about.


     Parents, how could this be? After all you are the first and last line of defense and God has placed the knowledge of Him to your children upon you. (Deut. 11:18-20) When did you last ask, “Have you done your bible lesson, let me see it? Or better yet sit down and study together so you know what they know?


     In an article in “Bible Matters”, 


9-25-07 Mike Johnson wrote, 


“People use the bible in many different ways. Sadly, some only use it as a place to record marriages, births, deaths and the like. However the bible is the word of God and should be looked upon with much respect and used for the purpose which God intended. It is important to note that the bible: is able to “save our souls” (Js. 1:21) is able to be our guide (Ps. 119:105) must be obeyed 


(Heb. 5:8-9) will judge us 


(John. 12:48). How do you regard the bible? Do you live by it? Do you learn from it? It is important to regard God’s word in the right way


(young and old alike) and use it for its intended purpose”. 


     The next time you leave  home or the building, ask yourself, Where is my Bible? 


			JP


  














It was not as though he had fled the field at the first approach of trouble.  During Paul's first imprisonment in Rome, Demas had evidently been a steadfast companion (Phil. 24; Col. 4:14).  Now, unexpectedly, this heart-mauling betrayal and desertion.  Only those who have had a trusted companion in Christ -- one who has proven himself in many a crisis -- to suddenly turn from God and run for the world can understand.  It can numb the spirit.


     What is it that can cause one who has invested so much in the kingdom to suddenly abandon everything?  Some fade early because they have little understanding of the calling of God and even less commitment.  The first approach of temptation and hardship devastates them (Luke 8:13).  Others seem to have a deep commitment to righteousness but not an absolute one.  Their price for betrayal is high but they have one nonetheless, and when it gets high enough they run.  The wealthy young ruler who came to Jesus was like that.  He was willing to give up a lot, but not everything (Matthew 19:16-23).


 Paul said that Demas "loved this present world."  The "world" is many things. John describes it as a way of thinking where lust, materialism and pride abound (1 John 2:15-16). What was it that got to the faithful Demas?  Was it fear of death or imprisonment?  Or was it something more subtle like a nostalgic longing for the old easy ways free of constant unabating warfare?  We are not told which one of these undid Demas








flirtation, a few little compromises dismissed as harmless.  Too much time with worldly companions 


(1 Corinthians 15:33), too much interest in a job (1 Timothy 6:9-10), too much concern with being accepted and making our mark in the world (1 Peter 5:5).  Finally, it becomes a passionate love affair that makes us heedless of the injury we do to our Savior, others and ourselves.


    Satan is the master of the "short step" method.  Slow change is more effective in producing spiritual collapse than sudden departure.  The danger of alerting the victim to what is happening is eliminated.  We can be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews 3:12-13).  Warning flags need to start flying the moment we feel the slightest ebb in commitment.  Beware the spiritual slow leak.  The unfailing answer to this kind of spiritual failure is the daily discipline of an uncompromising dedication, which admits of no exceptions and makes quick and humble


redress for every transgression.  Burn all your bridges and press on to the heavenly mark (Phil 3:7-14).  And if, in spite of everything, you happen to stumble badly, don’t let despair destroy you.  Remember that everyone who has faltered has not ultimately fallen.  We can all thank God for that.  John Mark's disgraceful desertion in Pamphylia (Acts 13:13) was not the end of him because he didn't allow it to be.  Paul sent for him during his last hours (2 Timothy 4:11) and the Holy Spirit chose him to record the gospel story.  We don't have to be like Demas.  In the mercy of God we have the privilege of being like John Mark or Peter, and yes, even Paul.








					





How to Avoid a Spiritual Failure


By Paul Earnhart


In his final hours in Rome, awaiting an inevitable execution, a very lonely apostle Paul suffered some additional heartbreak.  "Demas," he wrote, "hath forsaken me, having loved this present world" (2 Timothy 4:10).  We are left to speculate as to the particulars -- what dread fears or powerful allurements led this faithful friend and co-worker to abandon the kingdom of God and to forsake his burdened brother.








but one of them found its mark.


     Breaking points can come to us too if we are not very careful.  A deep hurt we cannot find it in ourselves to forgive.  A disappointing marriage or failures with our children.  Lost health or prosperity.  Anything we had never imagined happening to us.  And often it's just plain prideful stubbornness.  At any rate, don't ever say you'd never do what others have done.  You've never been all the places you could be.  Peter learned a valuable lesson about that (Matthew 26:31-35).  It is far better that we know our own weaknesses and watch and pray that we enter not into temptation (Matthew 26:41).  Satan loves an arrogant and self-confident man.


     Another lesson to be learned from the failure of others is that those who at last go back, at first look back.  Departures of apparent suddenness are really the end of a process.  Our Lord warned that those who put their hand to the kingdom plow and look back longingly at the world are not fit for the kingdom of God (Luke 9:62).  The disciples who go back are those who first begin to cultivate again the values of the world and like the Israelites in the wilderness grow nostalgic amidst their trials for the fleshpots of Egypt.  They forget, of course, the galling bondage that accompanies the life of Sin.  These are the ones who gradually cease to meditate upon God's word (Psalm 1:1-2), then become prayer less (James 4:1-2) as God and Christ seem far away.  First men cease to study, then to pray and, finally, to care.


Sometimes this all begins as a casual








Where’s your Bible?





Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of scoffers:  But his delight is in the law of Jehovah; and on his law doth he meditate day and night.  (Ps 1:1-2)





    A friend of mine sent me an article, the other day that raised the question, “what would happen if we treated our bible like we treat our cell phone”? It offered several “What if’s” that should give us cause to ponder and I ask you to consider them.


What if we carried it every where we go?


What if we flipped through it several times a day?


What if we turned back to get it if we forgot it?


What if we used it to receive messages from the text?


What if we treated it like we couldn’t live without it?


What if we gave it to our kids as gifts?


What if we used it when we travel?


What if we used it in case of emergency?


And I have one to add only in reverse, What if we left it (our cell phone) at the building the way we leave our bible?


How long would we go without returning to retrieve it? 


     These questions are relevant because they express a growing trend to show greater priority to worldly things than to the word of God. A couple weeks ago when I was cleaning the building I found no less than nineteen (19) bibles lying on the pews and all of them had names proudly scrolled in them. I am sad to say that fifteen (15) of them were on the right front pews where our young people sit fiddling with their cell phones. I won’t call names, but you know who you are.				Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;                     


Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Sis. Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer . Also remember his mother. 


 Jeremy and Leslie Green and Sis. Susan


Bisbing, who’s job is effected by the drought.


Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond’s sister in OK. 


who is still having some problems with her 


pregnancy. Sis. Debra Douthitt’s sister and


brother in law Deanna and Don Gilbert who


are moving to the Atlanta area.


Congregations to Norm and Alicia Rich 


who were married last Friday week. 


Remember them as they begin their life


together.


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Rodee Bruns


Song Leader----Dion Clark


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Jason Gaston


   Asst. 2-----Steve Huff


   Asst. 3-----Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 4-----Ross Statham


   Asst. 5-----Garrett Douthitt


2nd Prayer----Jeff Lacquement


Read Scripture---Ron Wood


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Drew Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---David Holmes


Song Leader-------Joe Phillips


2nd Prayer------Jack Green


Read Scripture ---Jordan Huff


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Brad Bowman


Announcements----Drew Bow man


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Jim Statham


 Invitation---Jeff Lacquement


 Closing Prayer---Michael Burke





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














